PRESS RELEASE ART OSAKA Organizing Office
9th May, 2025 Association for the Promotion of Contemporary Art in Japan

(APCA JAPAN)

ART OSAKA 2025

Contempaorary Art Fair

202516.5—9

The contemporary art fair will feature two sections across two
areas, “Galleries” in Nakanoshima and “Expanded” in
Kitakagaya, from 5 to 9 June 2025. The newly launched film

screening program is also not to be missed.

01. Kawai Masayuki  Three Elements video projector, media player, cables, sound system, light bulbs, turntables 2024 Courtesy of MORI YU GALLERY

We are pleased to announce the exhibitor list for the 23rd edition of Art Osaka, which will welcome 63
galleries from 4 countries and 11 cities, including 6 exhibitors participating in the fair for the first time.
Art Osaka will take place at two venues in two areas, Nakanoshima and Kitakagaya, from June 5 to 9,
2025.

This year we are also pleased to present Art Osaka’s first Screening Program, which traces the
evolution of Japanese moving image works — from avant-garde video art of the 1960s to the diverse
practices of today — through four curated programs.

ABOUT US

Art Osaka is the longest-running contemporary art fair in Japan and is characterized by its independent
spirit. Since its establishment in 2002 by prominent galleries in Osaka, the fair has been promoting
awareness of contemporary art in Japan while also conveying the true pleasure of engaging with it. Today,
Art Osaka is recognized as one of Japan’s leading fairs for discovering contemporary Japanese art, focusing
on trends among outstanding young and mid-career artists in the Kansai region, including Kyoto and Osaka,
where there are many art universities.
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2 SECTIONS: 2 VENUES IN 2 AREAS

Art Osaka has not only a standard white cube-style Galleries section, but since 2022 has also featured an Expanded

section that focuses on large three-dimensional works, installations, and new media.

The Galleries section is held at Osaka City Central Public Hall in Nakanoshima, a cultural hub in central Osaka, while
the Expanded section is held at the Creative Center Osaka in Kitakagaya, an area that has recently become home to
numerous artist studios and other creative facilities. Direct shuttle buses connect the two venues during the fair, with a

ride taking approximately 30 to 40 minutes.

Galleries Section

Noteworthy among the newcomers to this section are AISHO (Tokyo/Hong Kong) and EUKARYOTE (Tokyo), both
of which continuously expand the boundaries of conventional art genres, and COHJU (Kyoto), which is actively

introducing talented young artists based in the Kansai region.

AISHO has been a pioneer in presenting diverse street culture from Japan and East Asia as contemporary art from its
base in Hong Kong since 2012. Among the artists they present is Koike Kazuma (b. 1980), who creates “fictional
ancient artifacts” by fusing images from different places and times. Drawing on a multicultural background shaped in
part by his childhood in South America, Koike’s work is inspired by an interest in the syncretism of Japanese Shinto and
Chinese Buddhism.

EUKARYOTE showcases emerging artists who pursue fundamental inquiries into the nature of painting, including
Kikuchi Ryo (b. 1991), who produces unique immersive visual effects using landscape motifs, and Shinagawa

Haruna (b. 1995), who employs a bold technique of peeling away layers of paint spread across the canvas.

COHJU highlights promising emerging artists who reflect distinctly Japanese worldviews, including Shiraishi Kousai
(b. 1998), whose paintings evoke a sense of nostalgia tinged with uncertainty by weaving together childhood memories,
personal experiences, and mythology, and Nagasawa Fu (b. 1999), who explores the relationship between painting and

crafts while incorporating motifs drawn from the Mingei (folk art) movement.

02. Koike Kazuma BC231109 03. Kikuchi Ryo void #166
Glazed stoneware 2024 Courtesy of AISHO Acrylic and oil on panel 2024 Courtesy of EUKARYOTE

04. Shinagawa Haruna Peel off the paint “No.346”
Acrylic on panel 2024
Courtesy of EUKARYOTE
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05. Shiraishi Kousai Still life reminiscent of a dinner banquet 06. Nagasawa Fu Nature patterns
Oil, canvas 2024 Courtesy of COHJU Linen on wood frame, oil, wood print 2024 Courtesy of COHJU
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Expanded section

The Expanded section will feature 19 artists (or artist units) from 20 galleries, focusing on large-scale works,
installations, and new media under the theme of “expansion.” Taking advantage of the vast former shipyard site, the
artists are able to fully demonstrate their abilities, resulting in a site-

specific exhibition that can only be experienced here.

A highlight of this section is the planned display of Fly, a seminal
work by world-renowned avant-garde artist Ono Yoko (b. 1933,
Tomio Koyama Gallery), which she has been developing since the
1960s. The piece will be exhibited at a height of 3.6 meters in a space
with a 5.5-meter ceiling. The exhibit will also feature an installation

from which visitors can take home messages from the artist.

Also scheduled is a performance by Kawai Masayuki (b. 1972, Mori

07. Ono Yoko Portrait ©Yoko Ono
Yu Gallery), whose work has been screened in over 20 countries Photo: Bjarke Orsted

worldwide. Using analog video equipment, Kawai generates
psychedelic patterns through video feedback systems, which he

transforms into improvisational sound and video installations through both environmental and human intervention.

In a 1,200-square-meter column-free space originally used for drawing life-sized ship plans, a defining feature of the
former shipyard venue, Ito Ko (b. 1983, Gallery Kogure) will unveil a large-scale installation composed of works

intricately crafted from everyday paper, which spread throughout the space like a proliferating cluster of cells.

The Expanded section features other powerful works by both established and emerging artists. Among them are Yu
Sora (b. 1987, Tezukayama Gallery), active in both Japan and Korea, who presents sculptural and two-dimensional
works on equal footing, using black embroidery on soft white fabric to explore the fragility of everyday life that can be
lost suddenly through disasters or accidents; Shimoda Yuta (b. 1996, biscuit gallery + AWASE gallery), also a
structural engineer, who creates spatial installations also a structural engineer, creates spatial installations in
collaboration with painter Sawako Nasu; and Takahashi Jo (b. 1999, Marco Gallery), who constructs massive,

apparatus-like sculptures that enable him to perceive the “incomprehensible forces” swaying humankind.
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08. Ito Wataru Control 09. YU SORA Day by Day,
Paper, acrylic resin, japanese cypress, wood crew and urethane Cloth, thread, cardboard paper, etc 2022 Courtesy of TEZUKAYAMA
coating 2024 Courtesy of GALLERY KOGURE GALLERY
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10. Shimoda Yuta FUGU 11. Takahashi Joe Device #1
Membrane, CFRP 2023 Courtesy of biscuit gallery+AWASE gallery Mixedmedia 2023 Courtesy of Marco Gallery



PRESS RELEASE ART OSAKA Organizing Office
9th May, 2025 Association for the Promotion of Contemporary Art in Japan

(APCA JAPAN)

This Year’s Must-See Screening Program

1. To Be Being Seen: Exploring Artistic Expression in Moving Image Works from the 1960s to Today in Japan traces
the development of Japanese moving image practices, from rare experimental films and video art of the 1960s to the
diverse works of today, through four programs (A-D). The wide-ranging lineup includes filmed interviews with key
figures from the early days of Japanese video art, avant-garde video art from the 1960s, rarely seen video works making
their debut in this program, and recent moving image works presented as contemporary art, including animation. The

program is free of charge and will be held on the first floor of Osaka City Central Public Hall.

Program A:

KIKAIDE MIRUKOTO = Eye Machine / To See by Chance —The Pioneers of Japanese Video Arts—

Filmed interviews by director Taki Kentaro featuring key figures from the early days of Japanese video art

(Produced by Video Art Center Tokyo 2013, 82 min)
Artists Featured: Abe Shuya, Ando Kohei, [imura Takahiko, Idemitsu Mako, Kawanaka Nobuhiro, Kubota Shigeko,
Michael Goldberg, Kobayashi Hakudo, Nakajima Ko, Nakaya Fujiko, Hagiwara Sakumi, Matsumoto Toshio,

Yamaguchi Katsuhiro, Yamamoto Keigo, Wada Morihiro

Program B:
Arrival of the Moving Image: Experimental Film, Video Art, Contemporary Art
Artists: [imura Takahiko, Hagiwara Sakumi, Yamazaki Hirosh, Matsumoto Shoji, Kashihara Etsutomu,
Nomura Hitoshi, Nakatsuka Hiroko + Hayashi Go + Mochida Akemi, Okuyama Junichi,
Kawai Masayuki, Taki Kentaro

Program C:
Exploration of Expression: Film and Video by Visual Artists
Artists: Muraoka Saburo+Kawaguchi Tatsuo+Uematsu Keiji (collaborative work), Imai Norio, Fukuoka Michio,

Hori Kosai, Morimura Yasumasa, Matsui Chie Shirai Mio, Fujimoto Yukio

Program D:
Future Forms of the Moving Image Works: Interdisciplinarity, Criticality, Reflexivity
Artists: Orikasa Ryo, Suzuki Ryoji, Komatsu Hiroko, Kanemura Osamu, Ishihara Tomoaki,
Takashima Shinichi + Nakagawa Shu, Miyake Saori, Makino Takashi, Hayama Rei

2. Another highlight of the Screening Program is Special Screening: Techno Therapy, which documents the legendary
1998 art project Techno Therapy by Morimura Yasumasa (b. 1951), an internationally acclaimed artist active since the
1980s and currently featured in a two-person exhibition with Cindy Sherman at M+ in Hong Kong. Techno Therapy was
a landmark event held throughout the entire Osaka City Central Public Hall prior to its renovation, in which a group of
then-emerging artists staged exhibitions, workshops, and performances. This special screening, returning to the same
venue 27 years later, offers a rare opportunity that can only be experienced here. Special Screening: Techno Therapy is a
ticketed program (1,000 JPY).
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12. Hagiwara Sakumi KIRI 16mmFilm (Original) 9 min 1972 © Hagiwara Sakumi 13. Techno Therapy Photo by Kazuo Fukunaga
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Notes to Editors:
Galleries Section Exhibitors:
*First-time-exhibitors
[Osaka]
ARTCOURT Gallery KAZE ART PLANNING TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY
Capacious KOUICHI FINE ARTS Wa. gallery*
Gallery Nomart Nii Fine Arts YOD Gallery
GALLERY ZERO Note Gallery Yoshiaki Inoue Gallery
gekilin. +lart Yoshimi Arts
[Kyoto]
CANDYBAR Gallery FINCH ARTS + gallery Unfold* YUKIKO KOIDE PRESENTS
COHJU GALLERY TOMO MORI YU GALLERY
[Hyogo]
Gallery Yamaki Fine Art
[Mie]
GALLERY MOS
[Aichi]
GALLERY IDF JILL D'ART GALLERY
[Tokyo]
AISHO * GALLERY RIN AaP/roidworksgallery
eitoeiko MEGUMI OGITA GALLERY vK Contemporary
EUKARYOTE MEM s+arts
FUMA Contemporary Tokyo | Nishimura Gallery Tomio Koyama Gallery
BUNKYO ART Otherwise Gallery
[Kanagawa] [Nagano]
gallery Ren i* GALLERY SEKIRYU
[Korea] [Taiwan]
Gallery JINSUN AKI Gallery
Gallery Shilla Dynasty Gallery

14. OSAKA CITY CENTRAL PUBLIC HALL

15. Exhibition Views from the Galleries Section 2024
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Expanded Section Exhibitors / Galleries

*First-time-exhibitors

Abe Daisuke / AIN SOPH DISPATCH
Axl Le / gallerychosun

Fukuoka Michio / FINCH ARTS
Furimoto Toshikazu / gekilin.

Hashimoto Erina / GALLERY MOS

Ito Wataru / GALLERY KOGURE
Kawai Masayuki / MORI YU GALLERY

Shu-Kai LIN / Der-Horng Art Gallery

Mizuta Norihisa, Yonetsu Marina / KAWATA GALLERY

Murmure Street / GALLERY KAWAMATSU
Nakamura Masayuki / YOROZU GALLERY

Nakamura Ryoichi / KOKI ARTS

Nasu Sawako + Shimoda Yuta / biscuit gallery+ AWASE gallery*

Ono Yoko / Tomio Koyama Gallery
Sasha Stiles / BEAF

Shikano Yusuke / Yu Harada

Shikata Kenichi / H-art Beat Gallery*
Takahashi Joe / Marco Gallery

YU SORA / TEZUKAYAMA GALLERY

16. Creative Center OSAKA

17. Creative Center OSAKA(Red Frame, Studio PARTITA)
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General Information

Galleries Section / Nakanoshima Area
Venue: Osaka City Central Public Hall 3rd Floor (1-1-27 Nakanoshima Kita-ku Osaka 530-0005)
Date & Time:
Preview (by invitation only):Friday, June 6, 2025 13:00 — 19:00
Open to the Public:Saturday, June 7, 2025 11:00 — 19:00
Sunday, June 8, 2025 11:00 — 17:00

Expanded Section / Kitakagaya Area
Venue: Creative Center Osaka (4-1-55 Kitakagaya Suminoe-ku Osaka 559-0011)
Date & Time:
Open to the Public: Thursday, June 5, 2025 13:00 —19:00
Friday, June 6 — Sunday, June 8, 2025 11:00 — 19:00
Monday, June 9, 2025 11:00—17:00

Art Osaka Ticket (valid for entry to both sections)

Online Ticket: ¥3,500 / Same-day payment: ¥4,000

* Admission free for children at elementary school or younger, with being accompanied responsible adults.
Expanded-Only Ticket

Online Ticket: ¥1,500 / Same-day payment: ¥2,000

* Admission for university students or younger is free, provided visitors show a student card.

Screening Program / Nakanoshima Area
Venue: Osaka City Central Public Hall 1st Floor
(1-1-27 Nakanoshima Kita-ku Osaka 530-0005)

1. To Be Being Seen: Exploring Artistic Expression in
Moving Image Works from the 1960s to Today in Japan
Date: Friday, June 6 — Sunday, June 8, 2025

Admission Free

2. Special Screening: Techno Therapy

18. OSAKA CITY CENTRAL PUBLIC HALL _1st floor

Techno Therapy Special Night: Yasumasa Morimura +
Masami Tada
Dayl: Friday, June 6, 18:30—

The Image of Techno Therapy
Day?2: Saturday, June 7, 18:45-
Admission: ¥1,000/day

*Please note that opening dates & hours vary by venues.
For more information, please visit https://www.artosaka.jp/2025/en/
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Organizer

ART OSAKA is organized by Associaiton for the Promotion of Contemporary Art in Japan (APCA JAPAN).
In 2025, main sponsored by Chishima Real Estate Co., Ltd. , and also supported by Osaka City and the

Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan as public grant.

APCA JAPAN https://apca-japan.org

ART OSAKA Committee

Director

Galleries Section | Mori Yuichi, Mori Yu Gallery (Kyoto)
Expanded Section | Matsuo Ryoichi, Tezukayama Gallery (Osaka)
Screening Program | Ishida Katsuya, MEM (Tokyo)

Inoue Yoshiaki, Yoshiaki Inoue Gallery (Osaka)

Kato Yoshio, Yoshio Kato Art Planing Office (Hyogo)
Sakuraoka Satoshi, FINCH ARTS (Kyoto)

Yagi Mitsue, Art Court Gallery (Osaka)

Yamada Masaya, Gallery Nomart (Osaka)

Advisor Hosokawa Kayoko, Gallery Hosokawa (Osaka)
Founder Yamaguchi Takashi, Gallery Yamaguchi (Osaka)

ART OSAKA

ART OSAKA Office,

Media Contacts

Association for the Promotion of Contemporary Art in Japan (APCA JAPAN)

Press | Koizumi Tomoko | _press02@artosaka.jp |
General Manager | Miyamoto Noriko | info@artosaka.jp | +81 6 6777 8303
Address | 3-B, 5-6-7 Tanimachi, Chuo-ku, Osaka 540-0012 JAPAN
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